ASHREIGNEY Parish Play Area
Specific Covid-19 Risk Assessment
	Location:
The Parish Playing Field has an entrance off Ashreigney Village Hall Car Park.
Ownership: 

The play equipment is owned by APC, and is insured by Ashreigney Parish Council (APC).
Management:

Ashreigney Parish Council are responsible for the day to day management of the Play Area. 

Contacts:

Katherine Cole, Clerk to the Parish Council email: ashreigneyparishcouncil@mail.com
Tel: 078 172 30 815/01769 520273.
Desmond Hellyer, Chairman of Ashreigney Parish Council. Tel: 01769520370. 



	Basis of Risk Assessment
This risk assessment is in addition to, and compliments, the regular risk assessment which considers equipment safety and other general risks. This assessment considers specific risks associated with Covid-19 and has been completed utilising the UK Government document: “Covid-19: Guidance for managing playgrounds and outdoor gyms” dated 26 June 2020 

Playgrounds are defined as:

“outdoor structures designed for children to play in or on. They may include equipment such as slides, monkey bars, climbing frames, activity towers, swings, spring rockers, see saws and sandpits.”
The assessment took account of factors including size of the open area; types of equipment; how the play area is organised, operated, and managed. It considers the feasibility of processes to protect the users of the equipment and any staff responsible for maintenance. 
Guidance states that owners and operators are expected to think about the risks faced and do everything reasonably practicable to minimise them, whilst recognising that it is not possible to completely eliminate the risk of COVID-19.
If an owner/operator has fewer than 5 workers, there is no requirement to have a written risk assessment but one has been completed to inform decision-making. 


	Who could be harmed?

· Adult supervisors and juvenile users; volunteers doing maintenance; contractors. The wider public coming into contact with any of the foregoing. 
Risks Identified specific to COVID-19

	Pedestrian Access

The path from the entrance gate in Village Hall car park is narrow and not conducive to social distancing when groups of people pass on entering and exiting.
Control measures which should be put in place:
Notice placed at either end of track stating: 

     Keep to the Left – step on to the grassed area if necessary.
     Give priority to those exiting the Playing Field by standing aside as much as possible. 

     Maintain social distancing of 2 metres

Action : 
APC to laminate signage.
Play Equipment

The items of play equipment are well-spaced which facilitates social distancing, except for:

Control measures which should be put in place:

Limit the number of users on equipment to ONE unless social distancing can be practised
Action: APC to laminate signage noting social distancing advise. 

Play Equipment (continued)

Multi-use climbing frame. The risk here is considered to be from the number of children who could be in close proximity to each other on the same piece of equipment. It is not considered feasible to make the use of the equipment subject to a one-way system. 
Control measures which should be put in place:

Limit the number of users of this piece of equipment to TWO. If it is likely that a queue might form to use equipment then queue to one point of access to the equipment.  

Action: APC to laminate signage and place on the equipment.  
Other Play Equipment considerations: 
Enclosed spaces:
There are no semi enclosed playhouses or huts for small children or enclosed crawl through ‘tunnels’ or tube slides

Cleaning of equipment:
As the playing field is not supervised intra-day cleaning is not feasible. 

Action: APC have purchased a recommended virucide to be used on at least a weekly basis during period of heaviest usage eg school holidays. 
Other general considerations: 

Sanitising point: 

It is not practicable to provide hand-sanitiser a) because it could be taken and b) even if used sensibly there is no mechanism to ensure that it would be refilled. 
Control measures which should be put in place:

Signage should encourage parents/carers to bring their own hand sanitiser gel or wipes to clean children’s hands particularly at the beginning and end of play

Parents should also be made aware that wearing a face covering in a playground setting could pose an additional safety risk and should use their judgement on whether their children wear a face covering.
Action:  FPPFC to laminate signage and place on the equipment
Other general considerations (continued): 

Consumption of food or drink
It is likely that people will wish to picnic on the playing field but consumption of food or drink on the play equipment or in the playground area should be banned.
There is [1] picnic table.

Control measures which should be put in place:
Consider using the traffic cones to mark the limits of what is considered to be the playground as distinct from the playing field and ban consumption of food and drink within the playground area.
Picnic tables should be placed well apart.

Signage stating that:

No food or drink should be consumed within the playground boundary.

Picnic tables to be used in accordance with current guidance on number of households/people  that can meet outside and social distancing. 
Action:  APC to laminate signage and place on the picnic tables. 
Waste facilities and rubbish collection

It is not feasible to organise frequent rubbish collection with the additional hazard posed by separating waste. Disposable face coverings and gloves cannot be recycled

Control measures which should be put in place:

Display signage stating that all waste should be taken away by the user. 

Action : APC to laminate sign and place at the site.
Protective equipment for staff

Government advice is that when managing the risk of COVID-19, additional PPE beyond what is usually worn is not beneficial. As the risk of COVID-19 transmission on the playing area has not been assessed as high or very high  the role of PPE in providing additional protection is limited. 
NB (The contractor responsible for cleaning with virucide at the Playing Area) should be advised that if he/she feels the need to utilise additional PPE that APC will meet the reasonable cost of such.
TKP (installers of play equipment) will have their own protocols for safe-working on site. 
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